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FIG. 4 



Translate "the IP address" into 
a sequence of in-band control signals 



Segment the packet into cells 



Affix in-band control signals in front of every cell 
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Switching fabric switches the cell using the 
leading control signal in the sequence 
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Go through inter-node link 
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Reassemble cells back into the 
packet format in the output module 
of egress node 
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Translate "the IP address" into a route tag and 
the in-band control signals for the switching 
control of both the ingress node and the 
egress node 
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Segment the packet into cells 



Go through inter-node link 



Translate the route tag into in-band control 
signal for the switching control over the 
switching fabric and a new route tag 
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Switching fabric switches the cell 
using the leading control signal 
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Go through inter-node link 
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Affix in-band control signals in front of every cell 










Switching fabric switches the cell using 
the control signal for the ingress node 
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FIG. 9 
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930 

'Egress nodeT^^^^ y 
(checked in the input module of line 
card) 
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Switching fabric switches 
the cell using the control 
signal for the egress node 
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Reassemble cells back 
into the packet format in 
the output module of 
egress node 
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